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Quality Canned Foods Campaign Assured 
The Canned Foods Campaign in March and April is now 
assured. Canners have pledged the $40,000 set as the minimum 
amount that should be contributed by the industry to secure the 


additional funds from other sources. 


It will be a “Quality Canned Foods Campaign” and it will 
last for at least six weeks beginning March list. Complete 
plans have been formulated and an “Outline and Working In- 
structions” will be mailed the week of January 16 to canners, 
local chairmen and all others who are participating in the cam- 
paign. 

Provision has been made for intensive advertising financed 
by the National Committee in at least seventy-five of the largest 
markets. In addition, display materials and other supplies will 
be distributed to all other markets in which a Canned Foods 
Week was conducted in the Fall of 1926. In other words, the 
campaign in March and April contemplates covering the coun- 
try as in earlier years and in addition to this will have adver- 
tising representing an outlay of approximately $100,000. 

The display materials are altogether different from those 
used in earlier campaigns and are striking in design. The en- 
tire campaign will center around “Q for Quality.” 

The National Committee feels certain that when canners 
and others have had an opportunity to study the program, and 
to see the materials that will be used, they will be ready to make 
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further pledges to the fund. The plans have been so formulated 
that all additional funds received will be used for intensive ad- 
vertising in markets other than those now provided for. 


Every canner is urged to make a careful study of the cam- 
paign pamphlet which will be mailed next week, so that he may 
be prepared not only to do his part in the actual work of the 
campaign but to give it such further financial assistance as will 
carry the work into every important consuming center of the 
country. 


Big Attendance Promised at Convention 


One of the strong inducements attracting canners to the 
Chicago convention is the fact that all of the meetings, as well 
as the exhibit of canning machinery and supplies, will be in the 
headquarters hotel, The Stevens. 

The attendance, as indicated by requests for hotel reserva- 
tions, will be very large, and with the interesting program that 
has been arranged, the convention promises to be one of the 
best in the Association's history. 


During the general session on Monday afternoon, Dr. Lev- 
erett S. Lyon of the Institute of Economics at Washington, 
D. C., will outline the Institute's plans for a study of hand-to- 
mouth buying as applied to representative industries including 
the canning industry, and Dr. Carl L. Alsberg of the Food Re- 
search Institute, Stanford University, will talk on the question 
of research into the problems of distribution. 


The general session Monday evening will be held jointly 
with the National Wholesale Grocers Association. Mr. R. 8. 
Hollingshead of the Foodstuffs Division of the U. S. Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, will tell about the results of 
his investigation into consumer preferences and attitude to- 
wards canned foods in various sections of the country. Mr. 
John Coode, President of the National Association of Retail 
Grocers, will also address that session, and Miss Ruth Atwater, 
recently appointed Director of Home Economics for this Asso- 
ciation, will make her initial appearance before a canners con- 
vention. 


The programs for the section meetings include discussions 
of both technical and commercial! questions, and a new group, the 
meat canners, will hold a session on Wednesday morning. 

Many of those who will attend the convention expect to ar- 
rive in Chicago on the day before the convention opens, and to 


facilitate the handling of the registration they are urged to @ 
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register immediately upon arrival. The registration booth will 
be located on the Mezzanine floor of the Stevens Hotel. 


Corn Canners Work on Definitions for Canned Corn 


At the request of Chairman F. A. Stare of the Committee 
on Definitions and Standards, the Middle West corn canners re- 
cently added to the Committee met at Chicago, January 10, to 
consider definitions for canned corn. The result of the Commit- 
tees work is being submitted to the other members of the Com- 
mittee representing canned corn, with the thought that action 
might be taken at the meeting of the full Committee which is 
scheduled for Chicago, Sunday, January 22. It is expected 
that the Committee will have some recommendations to make 
to the meeting of the Corn Section on January 26. 


House Passes Commerce Appropriation Bill 


The bill making appropriations for the Departments of 
State, Justice, Commerce and Labor was passed by the House 
of Representatives on January 11, and except for a few minor 
items the bill remains unchanged from the form in which it was 
reported by the Committee on Appropriations. Under this bill 
the Bureau of Fereign and Domestic Commerce is given an in- 
crease of $470,400 over the appropriations for the last year. 
Of this increase, about $180,000 is for the promotion of com- 
merce in foreign countries, $60,000 for the district and coopera- 
tive officers, $65,000 for export industries, and $75,000 for ex- 
tension of the domestic commerce work. 


Technical Bulletin on Corn Borer Issued 


The Department of Agriculture has issued as Technical 
Bulletin No. 53, a 142-page book entitled, “Scouting, Quarantine 
and Control for the European Corn Borer 1917-1926.” The 
bulletin was prepared by L. H. Worthley, Administrator in Corn 
Borer Control, and D. J. Caffrey, Entomologist in the Division 
of Cereal and Forage Insects, Bureau of Entomology. The bulle- 
tin discusses the distribution and bionomics of the corn borer, 
methods of scouting, quarantine, and repressive measures, and 
also discusses the annual progress of infestation. The publi- 
cation has a number of excellent illustrations and a list of refer- 
ences to literature on the subject. 


Experimental Studies on Vegetable Cultivation 


The Cornell Agricultural Experiment Station has issued a 
73 page report on “Experimental Studies of Cultivation of Cer- 
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tain Vegetable Crops” by H. C. Thompson. The bulletin con- 
tains a review of literature on the relation of cultivation to vari- 
ous factors and gives the results of experimental work conduct- 
ed with beets, carrots, onions, cabbage, celery and tomatoes. 
There are a number of illustrations and charts as well as an ex- 
tensive list of references cited. 


Canners Association Organized in Massachusetts 


Massachusetts canners have organized a state association 
to be known as Massachusetts Canners, Inc. Officers elected for 
the new organization are: President, Marcus L. Urann, United 
Cape Cod Cranberry Company; Secretary-Treasurer, F. L. 
Harding, William Underwood Company; Directors, Victor A. 
Friend, Friend Brothers; J. C. DeMille, Boston Food Products 
Company; A. W. Lincoln, Brookfield Orchards Company. The 
President and Secretary-Treasurer will be ex-officio members of 
the Board. 


Retail Trade in December 

Preliminary reports from retail firms reporting to the Fed- 
eral reserve system indicate that the volume of retail trade in 
December, 1927, was larger than at any previous time. Sales in 
December of 437 department stores were 1 per cent larger than 
in December of last year and sales of two mail-order houses 
were 12 per cent larger. Sales of eight five-and-ten-cent chain 
stores were 10 per cent larger than in December, 1926, but sales 
of these firms reflect growth in the number of stores as well as 
changes in the volume of trade. 


Cuban Duty on Canned Salmon 


As a result of the commercial treaty between Cuban and 
Spain, canned salmon is again subject to the same duty upon 
importation into Cuba as before October 26. This is because 
the Cuban-Spanish treaty provides that Cuba shall not increase 
the duties on a number of products, including canned fish, above 
the level obtaining on September 15, 1927. Accordingly, for 
Spain the duty on canned fish has been returned to its level ex- 
isting before the Cuban tariff revision. Likewise, under our re- 
ciprocity treaty with Cuba, the United States is entitled to our 
preferential reduction below the lowest rate, that is, the rate 
granted to Spain. 


On the other hand, canned salmon from Canada continues 
to pay the increased import duty put into effect on October 26. 
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Market for American Sardines in China 


The Department of Commerce has received from the Trade 
Commissioner at Shanghai a report describing in detail the 
Chinese market for American sardines. The report con- 
siders the market from many angles; it describes the early de- 
velopment of a market for American sardines in China, the pres- 
ent market, volume of imports; it gives a description of the com- 
petitive foreign brands of sardines in the market, current prices 
and market possibilities for the American product in that area. 
Interested American firms may obtain copies of the report from 
any of the District or Cooperative Offices of the Department of 
Commerce, or direct from the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce at Washington, D. C. 

The department also has available for loan a report from 
the consulate at Genoa on the tunny fish industry of Tripolitania, 
Northern Africa. 


Principal United States Markets for Mexican Vegetables 


The total movement of Mexican West Coast vegetables to 
the border port of Nogales from November 1, 1926, to June 30, 
1927, amounted to 6,289 carloads, according to final statistics 
published by the Southern Pacific Railroad and reported by the 
American Vice-Consul at Nogales. The products comprising 
this movement were as follows: Tomatoes, 4,636 carloads; peas, 
928; chiles, 392; cantaloupes, 43; mixed vegetable, 126; all 
others, 164, 

All but 10 or 12 carloads were sent to points in the United 
States and Canada. Altogether, 4,840 carloads were sent to 
American markets and 1,437 carloads to Canada. The principal 
United States markets for Mexican West Coast vegetables, as 
indicated by the shipments, were as follows: 


City Tomatoes Others Total 
Cars Cars Cars 

259 492 751 
141 589 
178 27 200 
> 115 46 161 
Clty 87 37 124 
1,327 281 1,608 
8,379 1,461 4,840 
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British Canning Industry Grows 

The British Produce Market Review for December 17 states 
that the British canning industry is experiencing a remarkable 
development and refers to the establishment of factories with 
up-to-date labor-saving equipment at Wisbeck, Hereford, Eve- 
sham, and in Kent. The factory at Wisbeck had an output of 
1,000,000 cans in 1925, which was increased to 3,000,000 in 
1926, and is expected to be about 7,000,000 in 1927. 


A Field for Concentrated Tomato Products 


In an article on “Recent Progress in Vitamin Research” in 
the Journal of Home Economics, Miss Sybil L. Smith of the U. 
S. Department of Agriculture refers to the recommendation of 
J. L. Priston that a concentrated orange juice manufactured in 
California be adopted as the official antiscorbutic for the British 
navy. According to Priston it is estimated that fifty gallons 
of the orange juice concentrate contains sufficient vitamin C to 
supplement the supply available in the British tropical war diet 
of 1,200 men for three months, and that 4,000 pounds sterling 
(about $20,000) would be saved annually by substituting the 
concentrated orange juice for the lime juice now used. 


In this connection the availability of tomato products for 
the purpose for which orange juice is recommended by Priston 
is of interest. While accurate comparisons with reference to 
vitamin content are not possible, Sherman in his “Chemistry of 
Food and Nutrition” rates tomatoes and oranges with an equiva- 
lent vitamin B and C content, while tomatoes are between seven 
and eight times as rich in vitamin A. 


Concentrated tomato products because wide and varied culi- 
nary use would seem to offer special advantages, as investiga- 
tions during the past year have shown that while concentration 
results in some loss of vitamin C, this loss is less than the extent 
of the concentration. Therefore the finished concentrated to- 
mato product is richer in vitamin C than the raw product. 


Canned Fruit Production in Australia 


The secretary of the Australian Canners’ Association an- 
nounced recently that 1,943,279 dozen tins of canned fruit were 
produced in Australia last season, of which 1,500,000 dozen tins 
were consumed locally, leaving 400,000, or about 30 per cent, 
for export. An agreement has been reached whereby growers 
of canning fruits will receive a minimum of 12 pounds sterling 
a ton from the canneries this season. An effort is being made 
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to secure a higher price for apricots, which crop is generally 


light. 
Corn Borer Quarantine Areas Extended 
Extensive additions to the corn borer quarantine areas, ef- 
fective January 1, have been announced by the Department of 
Agriculture. The newly quarantined territory consists of 781 
townships in Vermont, western Massachusetts, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. 


Imports of Milk Powder and Tomato Products 


Following are the imports into the United States during 
November, 1927, of skimmed and whole milk powder, canned 
tomatoes and tomato paste, as issued by the Statistical Division 
of the Department of Commerce: 


Pou 
377,951 $73,859 
Skimmed m 41, 
Tomato PASO 1,278,078 38, 


New Canadian Company Leases Vegetable Acreage 


A new canning company at Edmonton, which is to start 
operations next Spring, has leased some 800 acres of land for 
vegetable supply purposes, including some 500 acres for peas. 
Tomatoes will be shipped in from the interior of Central Brit- 
ish Columbia for canning purposes. 


London Canned Foods Market in 1927 

According to the American Commercial Attache at London 
record imports of canned foods were experienced in England 
for the first six months of 1927, but the second half imports were 
unusually low. Imports of American canned fruits for the first 
eleven months were 12 per cent under the 1926 figure for the 
same period. There was no excessive carryover of the 1926 pack 
since low prices stimulated consumption, but consumption in re- 
cent months has beer much less owing to high prices of the 
1927 pack, plus the tendency of the public to buy less expensive 
foods. The trade believes dealers’ stocks are getting lower, and 
anticipates more business for the 1927 pack during the new year. 


New Varieties of Raspberries 
Six new varieties of red raspberries, all but one of which 
originated on the grounds of the Experiment Station at Geneva, 
N. Y., are being offered to fruit growers at cost by the New York 
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Fruit Testing Cooperative Association, which undertakes to 
propagate and distribute the new fruit varieties created by the 
Geneva Station fruit breeders. The new varieties are Cayuga, 
Owasco, Seneca, June, and Ontario. 


Canned Food Pack in Northwest 


Statistics have been issued on the 1927 pack of canned foods 
in Oregon, Washington and Idaho. The Oregon fruit pack 
totaled 2,508,245 cases as compared with 3,201,408 cases in 1926, 
while the vegetable pack was 406,110 cases as compared with 
463,901 cases in 1926. 

In Washington the fruit pack was 2,198,691 cases, as com- 
pared with 3,153,483 in 1926. The vegetable pack was 358,176 
cases, against 349,306 in the previous year. 

Idaho’s combined pack of fruits and vegetables was 251,568 
cases, as compared with 217,411 in 1926. 
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Program for Convention Announced 


Hotel reservations, as well as interest expressed to those 
in charge of arrangements for the annual convention at Chi- 
cago, indicate an exceptionally large attendance. 

The program, copies of which have been mailed to mem- 
bers of the Association, includes a wide variety of subjects with 

distribution problems as one of the principal themes. Distri- 

( no bution research, hand-to-mouth buying, market conditions and 

consumers’ preferences are topics in which every canner is in- 

terested and on which the convention addresses will furnish 

valuable information. 

A special train leaving New York at 2 P. M. Saturday, 

January 21, on the Lackawanna has been arranged by New 

York brokers and grocers, who will attend the convention. Bal- 

| timore canners and machinery and supply firms will have a spe- 

cial train over the Baltimore and Ohio, leaving Baltimore at 

| 5.30 P. M. Saturday, January 21. Other special trains or spe- 
| 


cial cars are also being arranged. 


Convention Theatre Party 
The American Can Company has announced that for its 
theatre party on Thursday evening of the Convention at Chicago 
there will be two attractions: Fred Stone and Dorothy Stone 
in “Criss-Cross” at the Erlanger Theatre and “Hit the Deck”’ at 
Woods’ Theatre. 


Conference Held on Corn Borer Research 


A conference on the plan and program for European corn 
borer research for 1928 was held in Washington under the au- 
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